
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

 

Thank you all so much for dressing in yellow and donating to World Down Syndrome Day on Thursday, we 

raised £114. We hope the children’s sunflowers survived their journey home and continue to bloom and grow!  

 

   
 

On Tuesday and Wednesday, parents/carers were invited to spend time looking at their children’s books. It is 

lovely to see how proud the children are and to hear all the positive comments from parents/carers. This 

morning was another busy ‘Blast Off with Books’ breakfast session, a chance for parents/carers to take some 

time out of their day to spend some quality time reading through some stories with their child(ren). 

 
 

 

 

 

 

This week the pupils and staff of St. Mary’s are celebrating after receiving a prestigious Silver Artsmark Award! 

Artsmark is the only creative quality standard for schools, accredited by Arts Council England. It supports 

schools to develop and celebrate arts and cultural education across the whole curriculum, bringing learning to 

life for children and young people. To achieve their Artsmark Award, St. Mary’s had to develop our arts and 

cultural provision to embed a broad and ambitious curriculum. This was achieved by creating an overall plan 

that was committed to and delivered across the whole school. Huge thank you to all the team, especially our 

Art Subject Lead-Miss. Baird for helping us secure this amazing award! 
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We love, we learn, we live. 
 



 

Next week, the final week of the Spring term-is a busy one! On Wednesday, we have the Lenten Journey to the 

Cross Service at St. Mary’s Catholic Church at 11am and the Easter Fair in the school hall after school. Parents 

and carers are invited to both these events. Thank you for all the contributions for the Easter Fair, all donations 

are greatly received! Finally, on Thursday morning we have The Big Lent Walk finale (see details below) and 

Easter Bonnet parade, fingers crossed the weather is kind to us! 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Have a lovely weekend, 

Mrs. Oakes 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 CAFOD Big Lent Walk 
On Thursday 28th March at 10am, the whole of St. Mary's school community of children, families and 

parishioners, are invited to conclude the Big Lent Walk Challenge by walking some laps around Sele Park. A 

huge 'thank you' to those that have already donated to our Just Giving page St Mary's Catholic First School 

Fundraising Page is fundraising for CAFOD, it is lovely reading all your positive comments encouraging the 

children with their fundraiser. The children are getting in their steps every day in school and are really looking 

forward to taking part in the Easter Bonnet-Big Lent Walk finale next week. I am thrilled to announce that we 

have already surpassed our target of £150 raised for CAFOD, the donation page remains live for anyone who 

still wishes to donate. Thank you! 

 

Families and parishioners are invited to join us on our walk on Thursday, please see the route we are taking 

outlined below (red arrows are outgoing journey, blue arrows are the return journey). Families and 

parishioners are welcome to either spectate along the route and/or join at the rear of the children and join in 

with the walk. Due to the limited width of some of the paths on the route and for safeguarding, we politely 

request that adults do not walk alongside the classes but join at the rear once all the children have passed 

through. We also ask that children are not taken out of their class lines by family members. Many thanks for 

your cooperation. 

 

 
In the unfortunate event that the weather in inclement, we will hold the walk in the school hall at the same 

time of 10am. The school office will let you know if this is the case. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fschools.walk.cafod.org.uk%2Ffundraising%2Fst-marys-catholic-first-school-fundraising-pa%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3DPostOffice%26utm_campaign%3DDS_EVENTS-LFC_Trans_NthDonation&data=05%7C02%7CSOakes%40smfs.bwcet.com%7C43b5f062f436404f950208dc48b6b81f%7Cdc2301ac9dcf41af92b86eead97a5fa4%7C0%7C0%7C638465196797368146%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gjJU1sb0OIWaKbuSBRlXwLRCSHx36weACVwrO%2BELykQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fschools.walk.cafod.org.uk%2Ffundraising%2Fst-marys-catholic-first-school-fundraising-pa%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3DPostOffice%26utm_campaign%3DDS_EVENTS-LFC_Trans_NthDonation&data=05%7C02%7CSOakes%40smfs.bwcet.com%7C43b5f062f436404f950208dc48b6b81f%7Cdc2301ac9dcf41af92b86eead97a5fa4%7C0%7C0%7C638465196797368146%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gjJU1sb0OIWaKbuSBRlXwLRCSHx36weACVwrO%2BELykQ%3D&reserved=0


 

School Website 
The purpose of this letter is to promote our school website: St Mary's First School, Hexham – Part of the Bishop 
Wilkinson Catholic Education Trust (hexhamstmarys.uk). The website has all the key information that par-
ents/carers need, from curriculum information to term dates etc. Our weekly newsletters are always posted on 
the website (on the bottom of the home page) and have all the key dates and notices for events taking place in 
and around school.  

  
 

 

 
Free school Meals 

Universal free school meals - All pupils in reception, year one, and year two are entitled to a free meal, 

without having to apply for this option. 

Eligibility for free school meals - The government has made amendments to the eligibility criteria since April 

2018. This is to reflect the introduction of Universal Credit. 

https://www.northumberland.gov.uk/Education/Schools/Meals.aspx 

 

Easter Lunch- Thursday 28th March. If your child is currently on packed lunch and would like the Easter lunch. 

Please inform the school office. 

 

Mini Vinnies 

The next Mini Vinnies meetings will take place Monday 25th March. Our meeting will finish at 4:30pm. 

 

Phonics Workshop for Y1 Parents  

Parents of all children in Y1 are invited to a quick workshop after school 3.30pm on the 26th March. We will 

refresh you on what Phonics looks like in Y1 and the Statutory Phonics Screening Check that all children will be 

taking in June. Strategies to help your child read confidently and fluently will unlock learning in the whole of 

the curriculum and make academic life easier and more engaging, we look forward to seeing you there.  

 

PTA Easter Fair- 

On Wednesday 27th March, the PTA will be holding an Easter Fair in the school hall after collection. 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stmarysptahexham 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.hexhamstmarys.uk/
https://www.hexhamstmarys.uk/
https://www.northumberland.gov.uk/Education/Schools/Meals.aspx
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stmarysptahexham


 

Mission Statement Value Award Winners:  
If you would like to celebrate your child’s achievements out of school and would like us to give them a mention 

in Celebration Assembly on a Friday, then simply fill out one of the Mission Statement Value Cards that have 

been sent home with your child or ask for one at our school office. We love to hear about all the children’s 

wonderful achievements, both in school and out! 

 

Class   

 

 

 

 

 

Reception  Elizabeth Alfie R William 

Year 1  Frankie H Dani-Skye Florence 

Year 2  Frankie Ollie George 

Year 3  Juliette Parker Charlie 

Year 4  Calum Sebastian Mason 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

St. Mary’s Class 
Attendance  

This Week’s Winners: 
Year 2 with 100%! 

Reception 92.94% 

Year 1  99.09% 

Year 2  100% 

Year 3  98.18% 

Year 4 98.64% 

 

 

Diary Dates 

Mini Vinnies 3:20-4.30pm Mon 25th March 

Phonics Parent Workshop for Y1 parents  Tuesday 26th March 

Whole school Lenten Journey to the 

Cross Celebration-St. Mary's Church 

11am-Parents/carers welcome to attend. 

Wednesday 27th March 

Easter Fair after school-School hall 

 

Wednesday 27th March 

The Big Lent Walk-whole school-Sele 

Park & Easter Bonnet Parade 10am 

Thursday 28th March 



 

Easter Lunch Thursday 28th March 

Last day of Spring Term 

 

Thursday 28th March 

 

Easter holidays 

 

Friday 29th March-12th April 

 

Start of Summer Term Monday 15th April 8:40am 

Y4 Moor House Trip 9th & 10th May The final payment balance of £103.87 for the Moor 

House Adventure trip is now on Arbor. Regular payments 

can be made to clear the balance up until 26th April. 

Please ensure all outstanding payments are made on 

Arbor by Friday 26th April 24. Many thanks. 

 

 

 

Safeguarding 

This month our E-safety theme is ‘Managing Online information’.  The children discuss how not all 

information online may not be real or true. 

Please take a look at the following information and advice for parents and carers on supporting your 

child in discussing 'manging Online Information’: Educational Resources - UK Safer Internet Centre 

 

 

Pupil Support & Safeguarding 
 
Designated safeguarding Lead- Mrs. Oakes 
 
Deputy safeguarding Lead-Miss. Baird & Mrs. Stansfield 
 
Assistant safeguarding Lead-Mrs. Stoves 
 
SENDCo/Assistant SENCo-Mrs. Stansfield & Mrs Stoves 
 
Please remember that we are here to support you and your child at any time. You can 
contact us via the main office (01434 603791) or by email 
(parentcontact@smfs.bwcet.com) 

 

https://saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-day/safer-internet-day-2021/educational-resources


 

 


