St Mary’s Catholic First School Newsletter —
Thursday 15" February 2024

We love, we learn, we live.

Dear Parents and Carers,

We have ended the first half of Spring Term sharing your child’s Interim Report at Parents Evening. It is clear

the children are all working very hard in school, and it is always special to be able to share this with you as
parents/carers.

Thank you to everyone who baked and/or purchased a cake from our Mini Vinnies bake sale earlier in the week.
We managed to raise £69.00 to go towards the St. Vincent De Paul, a Christian voluntary network dedicated to
tackling poverty in all its forms by providing practical assistance to people in need.

On Wednesday, the whole school took part in the Ash Wednesday service at St. Mary’s Church, marking the
start of Lent. Fr. Paul has been into school today to discuss with the children their lent promises as we focus on
how we will ‘Give Act & Pray’ this Lent. In class we have a “Walk Through Lent’ calendar, each day there is a

different task. For today’s task, it suggests that the children and families of St. Mary’s choose a charity such as a
clothes bank or make donations of old clothing to charity shops.

Yesterday, we were also treated to a delightful Valentine’s Day lunch in school today.

Mrs. Berges in the kitchen
spoilt us all with red roses and heart shaped biscuits.
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Also, just a reminder that today is the last day in school for the children this half term. Friday 16™ February is a
Teacher Training Day.

Wishing you all a lovely, restful half term,

Mrs. Oakes

Winning With Numbers

Letters have gone out with your child last week on our new approach to maths homework - Winning with
Numbers. Children have been using this in school since the start of this academic year and are very familiar with
the programme. Winning With Numbers (WWN) is described as the ‘phonics of number’ as it focuses on
number - the most important parts of mathematics. Many parents joined us for the ‘Winning with Numbers’
Parent Sessions where we launched this with parents. Instead of weekly maths homework sheets, moving
forward children’s maths homework will now be centred on WWN. On a regular basis (daily is possible),
children should log on and complete at least 10 questions for number which their teacher will have set for
them. There are short teaching videos to accompany the questions, making it easier for parents to support
children in their learning. The daily WWN bitesize maths should be quick, and the children should increase in
their automaticity as they progress. After half term, school is looking to arrange another slightly later WWN
parent session to accommodate any parents who were unable to make the previous two sessions.

Extra-curricular clubs - Will commence the week commencing Monday 26" February 2024.

Swimming — Y3 & Y4 swimming will commence on Monday 26" February 2024.

Free
School
Meals

Are you entitled?

Universal free school meals - All pupils in reception, year one, and year two are entitled to a free meal,
without having to apply for this option.

Eligibility for free school meals - The government has made amendments to the eligibility criteria since
April 2018. This is to reflect the introduction of Universal Credit.
https://www.northumberland.gov.uk/Education/Schools/Meals.aspx



https://www.northumberland.gov.uk/Education/Schools/Meals.aspx

Mission Statement Value Award Winners:

If you would like to celebrate your child’s achievements out of school and would like us to give them a mention
in Celebration Assembly on a Friday, then simply fill out one of the Mission Statement Value Cards that have
been sent home with your child or ask for one at our school office. We love to hear about all the children’s
wonderful achievements, both in school and out!

Class
——
Wil b
Reception Fraser Suzannah Aanika
Year 1 Nyla Eabha Olivia C
Year 2 Phoebe Gracie Esmee
Year 3 Zayn Jessica Juliette
Year 4 Ollie Zach Calum
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St. Mary’s Class Attendance

This Week’s Winners: Year - 4

Attendance
Reception Ladder
Year 1
Year 2
Year 3 97.16%
Year 4 80% 6 voconcomo




Diary Dates

Teacher Training Day-School closed to
pupils.

Friday 16" February

Spring 2 starts

Monday 26" February

Reception class Mass at St. Mary’s
Catholic Church 9.30am (all
parents/carers welcome to attend)

Friday 1°* March

World Book Day

WORLD

BOOK

(Children can come to school dressed as B

their favourite story character)

Thursday 7®" March

Year 1-Celebration of the Word
9.30am in school hall

(All parents/carers invited to attend)

Wednesday 13" March

Y4 Moor House Trip 9*" & 10" May

The final payment balance of £103.87 for the Moor
House Adventure trip is now on Arbor. Regular payments
can be made to clear the balance up until 26" April.
Please ensure all outstanding payments are made on
Arbor by Friday 26" April 24. Many thanks.




Safeguarding

This month our E-safety theme is ‘Health, Wellbeing & Lifestyle’. Pupils will learn about how
technology can be a distraction from other things, in both a positive and negative way.

Please take a look at the following information and advice for parents and carers on supporting your
child in discussing ‘Health, Wellbeing & Lifestyle’: Key Stage 2 and 1st/2nd Level Teaching Resources -
Health, Wellbeing and Lifestyle - Own It - BBC

Pupil Support & Safeguarding

Designated safeguarding Lead- Mrs. Oakes

Deputy safeguarding Lead-Miss. Baird & Mrs. Stansfield

Assistant safeguarding Lead-Mrs. Stoves

SENDCo/Assistant SENCo-Mrs. Stansfield & Mrs Stoves

Please remember that we are here to support you and your child at any time. You can

contact us via the main office (01434 603791) or by email
(parentcontact@smfs.bwcet.com)

Online Safety Information

What Parents & Carers Need|tolknowlabout
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https://www.bbc.com/ownit/the-basics/teachers-health-wellbeing-lifestyle
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